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nate, but the coldness of a distant 
atmosphere has repeatedly blighted 
the liope of redress. In tlie last ses- 
sion of the English Parliament, a pro- 
posal was conveyed, half by insinua- 
tion, and half " direct, by two dis- 
tinguished Irish Members, that the 
nomination of Catholic Prelates 
should be vested in his Majesty. The 
sensation eNcited by this was very 
strong in tiie House of Commons, 
and in London. The triumph oi par- 
ty was great, and.the victorious ques- 
tion, " What can now be objected to 
the Catholics? (that is, to us) burst 
from every Up ! A little time has dis- 
sipated the delusion. The Catholics 
or Ireland had not authorised Mr. 
Grattan, or Mr. George Ponsonby, 
to concede the point in question. 
'I'hat certain overtures, without the 
sanction of the clergy at large, or the 
bulk of the laity, had been made, by 
a few individuals, to one or both of 
tliese gentlemen, and their party, is 
not doubted. Ikit they were puny 
pohticians, who caught at such a 
propositioUj without weighing, and 
probing, and examining whether 
there was practicability, that is, suffi- 
cient autliority on the side of it. 

In truth the independence of the 
Catholic Church is a remnant, which 
Ireland holds as the last stripe of 
the banner of national honour, and in 
oii'ering to yield it, to be hung as a tro- 



phy inWestminstcr, it would be a com- 
pletion of suicide. Besides, when 
just rights were demanded, the mean- 
ness of fresh concession, previous to 
obtaining them, was flagrant. 

The point, as argued in England, 
was very insignificant; the influence 
of the Pope, and the authority of 
his name are very weak, and in that 
view there was no obstacle in the 
way of redress. But as the matter 
was felt in Irelan', it was quite other- 
wise, and therefore the concession was 
deemed impolitic, impracticable, and 
unpatriotic. The Pope was not con- 
templated as the dictator, but as the 
venerable arbiter in clerical affairs. 
The system of the Catholic Church, 
is, in fact, elective, and the reference 
to the Pope for approbation is rather 
deference to the antient head of the 
Catholic religion, in point of cere- 
mony, than any thing of blind sub- 
mission to his will. The late resolu- 
tions of the Catholic Prelates have 
])robably set the thing to rest. They 
have decided that the wished conces- 
sion ought not to be, and cannot be 
made, and they are entitled to the 
gratitude of their country. The ob- 
vious aim of the party was to make 
the Catholic question malleable enough 
to be worked up for narrow purposes. 
Ireland was forgotten, but she has 
vindicated herself. 
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ADtriin...,A melancholy .lecirlcnt hap- 
pt'iied on the 8th oF September last, to J, 
M'lntyre, an industrious man, of Druma- 
viiddy, palish of Loiighgill, in this county, 
wito had gone to the mountain betweca 
Clough and Cushendall to take his horse 
from grass J but, unfortunately, the day 
being wet and foggy, and night coming 
on, he missed his way, and perished by 
the brink of a little rivulet, where he was 
found eight days after. He has left five 
children, fatherless. 

Shocking relation .John Wilson, 

commonly called Whiskey Jack, from his 
remarkahle intemperance, having return- 
ed from the funeral of his fathsr, on Fri- 



day the 23d of September, was that night 
murdered in his own house. He aud his 
unmarried brother and sister had rendered 
themselves notorious in the neighbourhood 
of Antrim, by their contentions and quar- 
rels about a small farm, the property of 
their father, to the great affliction of their 
parent, and the annoyance of the neigh- 
bourhood. The deceased has left a wife 
an<l six helples children to lament his un- 
happv fate. 

X)/e(/.....Near Glenavy, Mr, Nicholas 
Oakman, aged 77 years... .Mr. Robert 
Cinuarnond of Magheragill....At Snugville 
near Belfast, Mrs, Catharine M'Clathry 
aged 85 years. 

Married,...Mx, W, Hawkins, to Miss 
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Miry Anne Hmristm of SBllynaetle. Mr. 
J. Orr, Meroliaiit of Randalstowii, to Miss 
Stewart of Harpball. 

Down. ...Oiea. At Dromore, Mrs. Mar- 
gnret Burdy. At Culteavy, Francis Mont- 
gomery esq. aged 50. Mrs. Pinkerton, 
aged 27, relict of the late Mr. J. Pinker- 
ton of this town, merchant. Mr. J. Town- 
ley aged 22 yeiirs, son of S. Townley esq. 
an eminent Merchant. At Holywood. 
Master J. BuHer, aged 8 years. 

Married. ..Mv, T. Trouien uierohant, to 
Miss Creek "f Hownpatiick. On the 14th 
instant Mr T. Stewart, esq. to MissThron, 
of Thronbrook. Mr. W. Clandinning, 
to Miss Marshall. Mr. R. Walker, of 
Ballyrickard, to Miss Mary Close. At 
Bonaj^hadee, John Armstrong, a^ed 43, to 
Jane M'.Auley (her fifth husband) as«il 
90, with a fortune of 500/. The bride 
cannot undress without an assistant.* 



*Afrer the ceremony, the Bride helJ up her left 
hand, and with much sang froid remarked, I have 
ahready got a wedding ring for each of these four 
fingers and now i have one for my thumb. 



Mr. J. Bradshaw, Linen draper, to Mi9» 
Gai'dinerofMagherabeK. Mr. T. Sharroclc 
of Downpatriok, to Miss Mary Bingham. 

Londonderry.. ..A/ijrnat... Mr. J. Dun- 
can, to Miss Jane Agnew of Rowansgift. 
Lieut, ii. H. Nngent, of the Royal Uubliii 
Militia, to Miss Ramage of thi.s city. Mr. 
J. Hall to Miss Johnston of New- Walk. 

LEINSTER. 

Dublin..../)(Vrf....In Giafton-street, the 
wife of Mr. Robert Richey. 

Married.. ..T. Flood of Exeter, esq. to 
Miss Moore, daughter of the late Ross 
Moore of C'arlingford, esq. 

Meath.. ../)«>(/..... aged 88 years, Mrs. 
Jones, relict of T. Jones of Vesiugton, esq. 
and motherofthe I'atenteeand ptoprktor 
oftha Theatre Royal Crow-street. 

MUNSTr.U. 

Cork.... Marrwrf... At Doneraile, Henry 
Miller esq. of the 40th regiment, to Miss 
Jane Morphet of Mallow . Major Shil- 
ling of the 81st regiment to Miss fCliza- 
heth Carrol of Askcen, county Tipperary. 
J. Milner Barry esq. to Miss Phair of 
MiUview. 
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At the late meeting of the Holderness 
Agricultural Society at Heden, the fol- 
lowing question was proposed for discus- 
sion : — "As various kinds of birds, viz. 
rooks, pigeons, sparrows, &c. are denoun- 
ced as mortal enemies to agriculturists, 
and their extermination is eagerly sought 
for ; do not the benefits they bestow, by 
devouring insects, more than balance the 
injuries they commit by devouring corn ? 
And would it not be to the advantage of 
agriculturists to promote the increase of 
those birds which destroy insects but do 
not destroy the corn, viz. lapwings, star- 
lings, tnrushes, &c. ?" A gentleman of 
tlie society, who has deserveijly acquired 
considerable reputation in the agricultu- 
ral world, for his well-contrived experi- 
ments as to the most efTectual mode of de- 
stroying the grnb or larva of the Tipula, 
or Tommy long Legs, detailed the result 
of a very curious experiment which he in- 
stituted for the purpose of ascertaining the 
number of these insects which a nest of 
rooks riiay probably consume annually. 
Oite of his servants was stationed a whole 
day, from one o'clock in the morning to 
eight at night, in the neighbourhood of a 
rookery, and kept an accurate account of 
the number of times which the old crows, 
during that interval, fsd their young Ones. 
The average result of his observations on 
five nests was, that the old crows made 
70 journeys per day ; and it having been 

BELFAST MAG. NO. II. 



ascertained by shooting one of them, just, 
before its entry into the nest, that it had 
in the bag below its beak 33 grubs ; it 
follows, tijat supposing them to feed on 
these insects through the year, a family 
of rooks would, in that time, destroy 
1,445,500 grubs. And supposing, which 
is a very moderate calculation, that each 
grub, previous to its assuming the wing, 
ed state, destroys the herbage of fuui- 
square inches, this number wtmid con- 
sume the herbage of three roods twenty. 
seven perches. Hence the iiisenious con- 
triver of this admirable experiment, infer- 
red the immense advantage which th« 
farmer derives from this species of bird 
alone, without who.se benignant service, 
added tothoseof its congeners, the toil of 
the agriculturist would he in vain. Ano- 
ther member of the society produced the 
crap of a pigeon lately shot, in which 
were not more than a few grains of wheat 
and a bean or two, its principal contents 
being the se^ds of ketloeks, and other 
noxious weeds. After an iuteresting dis- 
cussion, the company agreed in the affir- 
mative on both parts of the question. Se- 
veral specimens of prepared whalebone, 
which it is propo.sed to apply in the manu- 
facture of sifves, rkhlts and shettp'itets^ 
were afterwards exhibited. 

A correspondent of the Norfolk Chron- 
icle oilers the following jireservative a- 
Sainst the insects, termed by farmers, 

X 
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!?rccn lice, by which, the crops of peas 
have for several years. l)eeii {creatly injur- 
<d in this county. 'J'iikt; a chaWron of 
iresh buijtt liinc, uiiloail it in the fioM 
wh«re it is to be used, make a flwor aiid 
Spread alternately » layer of lime anrl a 
layer of moist sand, t>\- line earth ^ when 
the lime is expended, round up the 
wliole in a heap, and in about sixteen 
hours it win be fit to turn over ; and if 
the whole of the lime is* found tob« stack* 
ened, and in-a fine powdered state, it is 
then proper for innsiediate t>sc. 'f he dres- 
siiig the crop, is performed by two men, a 
a boy, a c»rt, and a hoisc ; whei: the cart 
ij loaded, it is moved slowly in the fur- 
rows, (always against the wind) whilst 
the two men with corn shovels cast the 
lime rijjht and loft, much in the same man- 
ner as they east corn, observing to take 
a small quantity in the sliovel at a lime. 
This operation should be performed early 
in the morninj npon a heavy dew, or after 
a gentle shower of rain, takins; eare to 
powder or dust all the plants slightly over; 
when ituill be found that the cavistiequa- 
litj' of the lime will have destroyed the in- 
sects, without the smallest injury to the 
crop: on the contrary it will very much 
improve it. — A chddron of lime the wri- 
ter conceives will cover several acresi 
The same application is equally destruc- 
tive to the 8lu!>; and small white snail, on 
the young clovers. Sue. in the spring, and 
inlinilely more efficacious than Mr.Vagg'» 
system of night rolling. This systent 
Blight he properly applied on the smal- 
ler scale ia.^unkiis infected by these in- 
sects. 

A surprising proof of the degree of 
perfection to which the staple manufac- 
ture of that country is brought, was lately 
afforded at Leicester. A gentleman, tra- 
velling for a house at Norwich, exhibited 
a pair of worsted stockings, of a texture 
So remarkably fine, that the pair together 
has been drawn through a wedding ring of 
an ordinary size. The idea of the singu- 
lar delicacy of the manufacture willbc as- 
sistedbji the information, thatan orderwas 
^ivcu by a respectable wholesale house in 
Leicester, for a dozen of pair, at the 
price of « guiwa end a half a pair. 

The committee of the Kennel arid Avon 
Canal, met afewdavs since at Great Bed- 
win, and proceeded from thence to in- 
spect the wwks under execution, through 
the tunnel at Bunbage to Devizes; the 
next juorning they walked down Devizes- 
liill, (about tivo miles) to inspect the 
building of the locks to Foxhanger, where 
they again embarked, and were conveyed 
by Aadras's packtt-ioat, to theit wUatf, 



at Sydney garden. The committee were 
attended by a tew of the very large pro- 
jM-ietors ; and they had all the highest 
satisfaction to find the wharfs already fin- 
ished and in a state of great perfection, 
and those under execution, rapidly ap- 
proaching to completion. It is confident- 
ly expected that in two years, the whole 
of this stupendous national concern will 
be accomplished, and thus afford a direct 
Avater commujiication between Bristol, 
liath, and the Metropolis. 

At a meetuig of the Hertfordshire Agri- 
cultural Society, woollen yarn was pro- 
duced, spun by Mary liowdelly, aged 
sixty, living in that county, it was con- 
sidered by competent judges to exceed 
any thing before known in that country, 
ns a specimen of skill ami industry. She 
had spun a pound of Merina Wool into 
yarn so fine, that it measured in length 
twenty-nine miles, and two hundred 
yards. It was greatly admired for the 
beauty and silky softness of its texture. 

ANTKIOITIES....A curious piece of an- 
tiquity has lately been discovered in the- 
church-yard of Hemel-Hempsted, Hert- 
fordshisc. — In digging a vault for a young 
lad y of the name of Warren, the sexton, 
when he had excavated the earth about 
four feet below the surface of the ground, 
fotiud his spade to strike against some- 
thing solid, which, upon inspection he 
found to be a large wrought stone, whicl> 
proved to be the lid of a coffin, and under 
it the coffin entire, which was afterward* 
taken up in perfect condition j but the 
bones contained therein, on being exposed 
to the air, crumbled to dust. On the lid 
of the cottin is an inscription, partly efi'a- 
ced by time, but still sufficiently legible, 
decidedly to prove it contained the ashes 
ef the celebrated Oifa, King of the Mer- 
cians, who rebuilt the abbey of St. Al- 
ban'Sy and died in the eighth century. 

The cofiin is about six and a half feet 
long, containing a niche, oi resting place 
for the bead, and also a groove on eacb 
side for the arms, likewise for the 
legs ; it is curiously carved, and altoge- 
ther unique of the kind. The curate of 
the parish, the Rev. Mr. Bingham, has 
deposited it in a house adjacent to the 
church-yard, where the curious are flock- 
ing daily ami hourly to see it, on whom he 
levies a contribution of one shilling cael» 
for such indulgence. The church was 
built in the seventh century. The Wat- 
ting-street roa<l runs within a mile of this 
place, and many Roman coins have- 
lately been found in the vicinity, parti- 
cularly while digging for the Graud June- 
tioii Caual. 
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FIRE or cOTiNT CAHDEN THEATRE. of the conflafTTation from the roof of % 

Oh the 2()tb, at about four o'oloek in oeijhbouring house, Uiieonsciims that the 

the morning the Theatre at Coceiit Gar- fire was at that very time raging in the 

den was discovered to he on fire. Before lower parts of it, were destroyed by its 

»ny assistance could be aiforded, the sudden fall. 

flames had broken out in all parts, more The number of lives lost is not yet as- 
than an hour having; elapsed before a sup- pertained, but is supposed to have hee« 
ply of water could be procured, although tipwards of fifty. The loss is very great; 
the fire engines attended at the Brst a- tipwards of ,£150.000 of which not a third 
larm. Even when they could be brought part was insured ; several of the perfor- 
to art, the violence of the flames rea- uiers and persons employed about the 
dered all their efforts useless. The flames house have also suffered iu their pro- 
extended to several adjoining streets; pej'ties. 

but in consequence of the unremitting A subscription has been set on foot fin- 
exertions of the (iremeu, and volunteers tte relief of the families of those who 
who had assembled at the first alarm, fell victims to their zeal on this melaucho- 
the devastation did not extend so fai;as Jy occasion. 

might have been feared. The cause of tliis catastrophe has not 
Several lives were loht on this occasion. been fully ascertained ; but it is generally 
Among others, a number of liremen and supposed to have originated from the wad- 
labourers who were serving an engine ding of a gun discharged behind the scenes 
in the interior of the building, were over- during the performance of Pizarro, whicii 
whelmed by part of the roof. Two fe- had been acted the preceding eveninj. 
males also who «vere viewing the progress 
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Finding it impossible to finish our Reports, if delayed to the last day of the month^ 
tee liave thought it better, ofier the example of some otiter publications, that ia 
future, they should termiiude on the 20ih of each month. 

The fine weather that set in so seasonably in the latter part of the month of August, 
was soon succeeded by a good deal of rain accompanied with high winds, Mhich i)eat 
down the strong crops irf grain and considerably encreased the injury they ha<l sus- 
tained by the former wet weather ; a favourable change has enabled the farmers to cut 
down their trops in pretty good time, and the harvest is now generally over and the 
grain secured. 

It is now pretty fully ascertained that the wheat has been generally injured by 
mildew, and is much inferior in quality, as well as quantity, to the average of other 
j'ears, and in all probability will bring a high price. 

The oat cro])s seldum appeared more abundant when standing in the stoob, and yet 
it is generally believed tlie produce will prove far short of what might have been ex- 
])ected fiom so great a hulk. Although the quality is certairdy inferior to hist year's 
produce, there seems no reason to apprehend S!K:h a deficiency as to occasion the 
price to be unusually high. 

Barley turns out a good average crop in most places. 

The potatoe crop is much im.\>roved in qnality since last report, and as it is liltely 
to be very pi-oductive, we trust there will be an abundant supply of that valuable 
and nutritions root, wbicii forms so considerable a part of the sustenance of the inha- 
bitants of this country^ 

From the trials that have been made of the flax of this year, there is much reason 
to fear that there will be a great deficiency of the usual quantity ; in many districts 
it is thought there will not be more than one-half of the produce of other years, and 
the price has risen considerably in conseqnence of the apprehended scarcity. The 
failure of this crop may be principally attributed to its being pulled before it had at- 
tained a proper degree of ripeness, and its afterwards remaining too long on the grass 
for want of dry weather to take it up. 

The turnip crops that were not cut off at an early stage of their growth, continue to 
root well, and will probably furnish a large supply of winter food. It would be a fa- 
vourable circumstance for the country if tiiey were more generally cultivated ; the ex- 
tensive culture of that valuable root by the English and Scotch farmers, holdsout au 
example highly deserving our imitation. 



